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' 5 MAY 1959 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

THROUGH: Deputy Director (intelligence) 

SUBJECT: Propaganda Analysis and Indication# of Hostilities 

REFERENCE : MsaorandiM from Chief, AFC IN, ease subject , 

dated 8 May 1959 

1. This memorandum contains a recommendation submitted for DCI 
approved . Such recommendation la contained in paragraph 6. 

2. Attention is invited to the attached letter from the Assistant 

Chief of Staff, Intelligence, U. S. Air Ibrce {Tab A). Skis office 
concur® in -toe APCIH view that close, continuous up-to-date analysis 
of Soviet Bloc propaganda can contribute significantly to toe vatch 
operation on indicator® of intent to initiate hostilities. Although 
Bloc radios are now watched systematically for such items of obvious 
indicator value as troop call-ups and civil defense alerts J 25X1 

toe more subtle and indirect indicators as hostile intent 
would be present much earlier and could be gleaned by a rigorous, 
systematic scrutiny of toe total propaganda pattern. 

3* It is a sound assumption that bloc regimes would have a strong 
interest in psychologically preparing their own people for war, and that 
those regimes, aware tost their propaganda for domestic eons ua$it ion is 
heard and studied in the Wsst, would initially use subtle rather to an 
blatant techniques . It seems likely that in a serious crisis the Soviet 
leadership would attempt to build up tension in toe of the Soviet 

people, engender hostility toward toe anticipated adversary, and make 
some effort to instill a sense of confidence in their country . Under 
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SUBtlECSfr Propaganda Analysis and Indications of Hostilities 


conditions of a contemplated surprise attack, certain subjects normal 
to the radio output mi^t be excised. It may also be assumed that 
serious psychological conditioning for war would entail a propaganda 
effort different from such ersatz campaigns as the Syrian "crisis'’ 
developed in Soviet propaganda during the summer of 1957. Systematic 
restudy of the propaganda patterns during such crises would be required 
to provide a basis for sound and immediate evaluation of the patterns 
that may emerge in future crises . 

h ' ^ Proposal would entail quantitative (machine records) 

and qualitative analysis, primarily of radio but also of press materials, 
from the USSR, Communist China and the European Satellites, including 
Borne radio output to foreign as wall as home audiences. For an ef- 
fective watch on propaganda indicators, the exclusive attention of 
trained analysts will be inoperative. 


5 . 


25X1 


Although firm estimates must await detailed discussions with the Air 
Ibrce, a tentative estimate is that 


need about fifteen class!- 25X1 


fied professional and clerical positions, plus four to six foreign 
nationals to provide collection support overseas. She latter would 
present little or no security hazard since they would be monitoring 


and processing unclassified materia] 


with no need to 

Know the manner in which it is subsequently used. 




. As a very 


general estimate, approximately 2,000 square feet of floor space would 
be required to accommodate the headquarters function. 
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SUBJECT: Propaganda Analysis and Indications of Hostilities 
6. It is reeonraended that: 


a. She attached memorandum ('Tab B) which invites Air 
Force people to discuss the requirement in detail 

be signed and forwarded to the Chief, AKIN; 

end 


b. vgpon completion of such discussions, 

to submit a firm recommendation concerning the additional 
positions and facilities necessary to fulfill the requirements. 


25X1 


25X1 


Assistant Director for Operations 

Enclosures 

Tab A * Memorandum from AKIN 
Tab B - Memorandum to AKIN 


qogCUK: , » 

2 2 MAY 1953 

Deputy Director (In&iligence ) 
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Major (kernel Jhaes H* Walsh 
Asst. Chief at Staff, Petal Mgaaca 
Bejwurtjasot of th* Air Voroa 
Baad^iartera U. 8. Mr Fores 
Washington 29, D. C. 

Bear Jim: 

Theaik you vary much tor your rasocmuadma of 
6 May entitled, "Propaganda Analysis sad Indi- 
cations of Sostilitlse” which I reed with a 
great deal of interest* 



X have asked our people over hem to study 
this pjretelem as £ agree it is an important one. 
You will he receiving a e on detailed reply in 
due course. 


Sincerely, 


O/PCI/ 1 1 

19 May 1959 

Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee 

—df - DCI 

1 - FMC 

1 - ER w/basic 


SIGNED 

Alien if* Dulles 
Director 
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